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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 4824 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, PINT, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: CHIRAU ACCEPTS ALT .-PARTIES CONFERENCE 

1 . PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE THAT ON AUGUST 17, ZUPO LEADER 
CHIEF CHIRAU ISSUED A STATEMENT IN THE NAME OF HIS 
PARTY ACCEPTING THE IDEA OF AN ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE. 

THE STATEMENT READ, "WHETHER WE LIKE IT OR NOT, THE 
MAJORITY OF OUR PEOPLE WANT AN ALL-PARTY CONFERENCE AND 
WE MUST LISTEN TO THEIR VOICE. I WANT TO STRESS THAT WHEN 

I SAY THAT AN ALL-PARTY CONFERENCE IS IN THE INTERESTS OF THE 
PEOPLE AND NATION, IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL WILL LOSE CONTROL. IT DOES NOT MEAN WE WILL 
GO BACK IN ANY WAY ON MATTERS THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
AGREED. RATHER IT IS OUR HOPE AND BELIEF THAT BY HOLDING THE 
CONFERENCE, WE WILL GO FORWARD IN A SPIRIT OF GREATER UNITY 
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AND REPRESENTATION THAN WE HAVE BEEN IN THE PAST." 

2. COMMENT: CHIRAU IS THE FIRST MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL TO PUBLICLY ACCEPT AN ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE. 

SITHOLE HAS RECENTLY HINTED THAT HE MIGHT GO BY SAYING 
HE REFUSED TO RULE IT OUT. SMITH HAS SAID PUBLICLY HE 
WOULD GO IF HE WERE CONVINCED IT WOULD BE BENIFICIAL 
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(PRETORIA 4708). ONLY MUZOREWA REMAINS ADAMANT IN HIS 
REFUSAL TO ATTEND. CHIRAU'S CLEAR AND ENTHUSIASTIC 
ACCEPTANCE MAY BE PART OF AN ORCHESTRATED ATTEMPT TO 
ISOLATE MUZOREWA IN HIS RELUCTANCE AND FORCE HIM IN THE 
DIRECTION THE OTHERS APPEAR TO BE CHOOSING. 
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